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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards 
Institution on 18 January 1980, after the draft finalized by the Precious 
Metals Sectional Committee had been approved by the Structural and 
Metals Division Council. 

0.2 At present silver articles/ornaments are generally not marked 
with the fineness of the silver used for making them. In most of the 
advanced countries, all silver articles are marked with the manufacturers* 
mark and quality mark. Need was, therefore, felt to provide guidelines 
for use of certain grades of silver from which articles/ornaments are 
made and to provide a scheme of marking purity of silver on such 
articles/ornaments by the manufacturer. 

0.3 For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this 
standard is complied with, the final value, observed or calculated, 
expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in accor- 
dance with IS : 2-1960*. The number of significant places retained in 
the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value in 
this standard. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard recommends four grades of silver for the manufacture 
of silver articles/ornaments and lays down guidelines for marking such 
articles/ornaments. 

2. TERMINOLOGY 

2.0 For the purpose of this standard, the following definitions shall 
apply 

2.1 Silver — Grades of silver or silver alloys covered in this standard. 

•Rules for rounding off numerical values ( reviud ). 
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2.2 Fineness — The weight of silver content expressed in parts per 
thousand. 

2.3 Assaying — It is the chemical process of determining the silver 
content of the sample expressed in parts per thousand. 

3. GRADES 

3.1 The following four grades of silver as indicated should be used for 
making sliver article/ornament: 

Grade Fineness 

1 999 

2 970 

3 925 

4 900 

3.2 Tolerance 

3.2.1 Negative tolerance exceeding 4 parts per thousand should not be 
allowed on the silver content of the silver article/ornament sampled 
for testing according to 4.1, 

3.2*2 Negative tolerance exceeding 5 parts per thousand should not be 
allowed on the silver content of the silver articles/ornaments sampled 
for testing according to 4.2. 

4. SAMPLING 

4.1 For assaying fineness of the silver used for the manufacture of the 
articles/ornaments, the part of the articles/ornaments taken for assay 
should not contain or have attached thereto any solder or alloy of 
inferior fineness used for brazing or joining the parts of said articles. 
Alternatively a sample of about 300 mg should be taken in the form of 
filings after initial scraping and buffing of the article/ornament. 

4.1.1 For articles/ornaments of the same design and quality, sample 
should be taken from 10 percent of the articles/ornaments selected at 
random. 

4.2 In case of dispute or where much of solder has been used, the actual 
fineness of the articles/ornaments should be determined by melting the 
whole article/ornament and drawing the sample from the melt. 

5. ASSAYING 

5.1 The part of sample of silver article/ornament taken according 
to 4.1 or 4.2 should be assayed in accordance with IS : 2113-1972*. 

•Methods for assaying of silver in silver and silver alloys (first revision ), 
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6. MARKING 

€.1 The silver article/ornament should be marked with the following 
marks: 

a) Identification mark of the manufacturer, and 

b) A quality mark indicating the fineness of silver used and melting 
purity. 

6.2 Silver article/ornament on which quality mark should not be applied 
are as follows: 

a) Any silver article/ornament which fails to comply with this 
standard; 

b) Any silver article/ornament which is not solid or which is made 
with a hollow centre and then filled with base metal, cement, lac 
or other foreign substance, thereby giving the article a false or 
added weight or strength; 

c) Any silver article/ornament or merchandise made in whole or 
in part of an inferior metal having silver deposited or plated 
thereon; and 

d) Any silver article/ornament on which it is physically impossible 
to stamp the marks. 



BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS 

Headquarters: 

Manak Bhavan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, NEW DELH1 110002 

Telephones: 323 0131 , 323 3375, 323 9402 

Fax :91 11 3234062,91 11 3239399, 91 11 3239382 

Telegrams : Manaksanstha 

(Common to all Offices) 

Central Laboratory : Telephone 

Plot No. 20/9, Site IV, Sahibabad industrial Area, Sahibabad 201010 8-77 00 32 

Regional Offices: 

Central : Manak Bhavan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, NEW DELH1 1 1 0002 323 76 1 7 

•Eastern : 1/14 CIT Scheme VII M, V.I.P. Road, Maniktola, CALCUTTA 700054 337 86 62 

Northern : SCO 335-336, Sector 34-A, CHANDIGARH 160022 60 38 43 

Southern : C.I.T. Campus, IV Cross Road, CHENNAI 6001 13 235 23 15 

tWestern : Manakalaya, E9, Behind Marol Telephone Exchange, Andheri (East), 832 92 95 
MUMBAI 400093 

Branch Offices:: 

'Pushpak', Nurmohamed Shaikh Marg, Khanpur, AHMEDABAD 380001 550 13 48 

iPeenya Industrial Area, 1 st Stage, Bangalore-Tumkur Road, 839 49 55 
BANGALORE 560058 

Gangotri Complex, 5th Floor, Bhadbhada Road, T.T. Nagar, BHOPAL 462003 55 40 21 

Plot No. 62-63, Unit VI, Ganga Nagar, BHUBANESHWAR 751001 40 36 27 

Kalaikathir Buildings, 670 Avinashi Road, COIMBATORE 641037 21 01 41 

Plot No, 43, Sector 16 A, Mathura Road, FARIDABAD 121001 8-28 88 01 

Savitri Complex, 1 16 G.T. Road, GHAZIABAD 201001 8-71 19 96 

53/5 Ward No.29, R.G. Barua Road, 5th By-lane, GUWAHATI 781003 54 1 1 37 

5-8-56C, L.N. Gupta Marg, Nampally Station Road, HYDERABAD 500001 20 10 83 

E-52, Chitaranjan Marg, C- Scheme, JAIPUR 302001 37 29 25 

117/418 B, Sarvodaya Nagar, KANPUR 208005 21 68 76 

Seth Bhawan, 2nd Floor, Behind Leela Cinema, Naval Kishore Road, 23 89 23 
LUCKNOW 226001 

NIT Building, Second Floor, Gokutpat Market, NAGPUR 440010 52 51 71 

Patliputra Industrial Estate, PATNA 800013 26 23 05 

Institution of Engineers (India) Building 1332 Shivaji Nagar, PUNE 41 1005 32 36 35 

T.C. No. 1 4/1 421 , University P. O. Palayam, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 695034 6 2117 



*Sales Office is at 5 Chowringhee Approach, P.O. Princep Street, 27 1 85 

CALCUTTA 700072 

tSales Office is at Novelty Chambers, Grant Road, MUMBAI 400007 309 65 28 

JSales Office is at *F' Block, Unity Building, Narashimaraja Square, 222 39 71 

BANGALORE 560002 



Reprography Unit, BIS, New Delhi, India 



